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needs you!

Contact us at (502) 589-0140
or fsh748@aol.com

Franciscan Kitchen Mission Statement
In the tradition of St. Francis, which recognizes we are all brothers and sisters, we are
dedicated to providing food for the nourishment of God’s Family. We will maintain an
environment of trust and fellowship to build mutual respect and beneficial relationships
with our guests, co-workers, suppliers and community. These efforts will strengthen our
organization and enable us to provide a much needed service to our community.

Chuck Mattingly
Operations Manager
Debbie Clark
Accountant

Heather Benjamin
Business Manager
Richard Thomas
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What’s In The Works ...

Franciscan Kitchen
Brother Jim Fields …The Vision Of One Man!

RETUTRN SERVICE REQUESTED

Franciscan Kitchen
P.O. Box 1673
748 Preston Street
Louisville, KY
40201-1673
If you have any questions about the Franciscan
Kitchen’s mission, wish to volunteer, donate, or
have a talent and would like to volunteer your
services, Please call us at (502) 589-0140. We
would love to hear from you and would gladly give
you a tour of our facility. With the help of many
sharing their talents, God’s people can be cared for
and served.

Brother Jim Fields is proof that one man’s vision can make a lasting impression! Brother Jim
Fields was born on May 28, 1925 and was the youngest son of Joseph and Emma Fields. He was
raised on a farm in Hardin County, Kentucky with his four brothers and four sisters. While Serving
in the U.S. Navy Seabees in Okinawa during World War II, he was greatly affected by the starving
people and their need to search through garbage cans for food. After joining the Conventual
Franciscan Friars in 1951 and taking his solemn vows in 1956, Bro. Jim moved around to several
different assignments. He eventually moved to St. Anthony Friary located in Louisville, KY. Still
feeling the need to help those less fortunate, it was here that he started to work toward making his
vision of feeding the poor a reality. He located a space to rent at 748 South Preston Street, Louisville,
KY and on January 5, 1980 opened the doors of the Franciscan Shelter House. On that first day, he
served seven bowls of soup and seven sandwiches with a staff of two people. The Shelter House
continued to be open year round, Monday-Friday and on Christmas Day. He gave generously of
himself and did whatever he could to provide food, clothing and spiritual guidance. Bro. Jim had
hoped to expand the Franciscan Shelter House to provide shelter as well a hot meal. Unfortunately,
the property didn’t meet city legal codes, so this part of his vision was never fulfilled. He continued to serve the homeless from 1980
through his passing on Jan. 28, 1998. Bro. Jim was a kind and generous man. His everyday actions to help those in need influenced and
inspired others. Many came to serve with him at the Shelter House and continue to still be involved long after his passing.
The Franciscan Shelter House has continued to grow in size and in the number of people we feed. On an average day, we serve
400-500 people from 10:30am – 12:30pm. In 2000, the existing building where Bro. Jim started was torn down and a larger facility was
built. In 2012, due to the substantial increase in the number of meals served and the lack of availability to expand as a true shelter, the
board decided to change the name from Franciscan Shelter House to Franciscan Kitchen. In October 2014, an expansion to the existing
facility was started and is projected to be finished in June of 2015. The new building will allow us to increase our food storage space
and provide a larger dining area, while the existing building will be modified for additional office space and food preparation .
Bro. Jim’s vision has survived for 35 years on donations from those in our local community. The Franciscan Kitchen has
expanded from two volunteers to several hundred throughout the year. We believe Bro. Jim watches over the Kitchen with God’s grace
and help. And as a result, the Franciscan Kitchen continues to be a viable mission thanks to the dedication of our volunteers, and the
financial support of so many generous donors.
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Giving Back>>>

The Little Things Mean A Lot
Jesus said..."Truly, I say to you, as you did it
to one of the least of these my brothers, you
did it to me." Matthew 25: 31-46
Have you recently asked yourself ….
”Have I done anything good for the world
today?” Well most likely, the answer is
always yes. Most people don’t realize the
impact they have on the world by even the
smallest actions. A kind word to someone
suffering or lonely, a smile to brighten their
day. These may seem insignificant at the
time, but in reality, it can change a persons
perspective or alter their feelings greatly. Just
knowing that someone cares enough to
express it through words or actions can mean
so much to an individual.
Also, lending an ear to listen or a shoulder
to cry on, can have a profound affect on a
person. When times are tough for people,
sometimes all they really need is someone to
vent to or someone to hold them and let them
express their emotional pain. This can often
be an uncomfortable situation. Most of us feel
like we should give a word of advice or words
of platitude, but in actuality, just being
present can make all the difference. In those
moments , we should just let go and let God
take control and he will guide us in our
actions. Your presence will make their world
a better place.
Now, lets take into account the
power of prayer. This is an amazing way to
change the world and it only takes a few
moments in our day to communicate with
God. Luckily, he is always waiting to hear
from us night or day. By showing God how
much you care for your fellow neighbors,
friends or family members, by adding them to
your pray list, shows God you are placing
others before yourself. God asks us to
participate in selfless acts of kindness and
prayer is one of them. The blessings that God
grants because of those spoken prayers are
enormous.
We experience the power of those
prayers everyday here at the Franciscan
Kitchen. It is part of our daily practice to ask
for prayer requests from our volunteers and
staff. We also have a box for our guest to
place their prayer request in, so that we may
help serve their need for prayers as well. With
God’s help and the kindness of our donors,
we have managed to provide for the needs of
our clients for 35 years. Please continue to
keep us in your prayers so that we
may continue to serve others for the
next 35 years. Your prayers are
powerful and mean a lot to us.

Mark Your Calendar
Please mark your calendar for our upcoming Reverse Raffle
and Silent Auction. It will be held on September 19, 2015 at
St. Stephen Martyr Church, which is located at 2931 Pindell Ave,
Louisville, KY 40217. It will be a night of food, fun, bidding and
winning.
For those of you who have never attended a reverse raffle,
you are in for a treat. There is limited amount of seating and only 600
raffle tickets available for purchase, so be prepared to plan ahead.
The dinner and ticket sales will be on a first come, first serve basis.
We will be sending out the order forms and more information in our
next newsletter. We hope to see you there!

Little Caesars Love Kitchen
All of us here at the Franciscan Kitchen would like to give a big Thank You to the Little Caesars Love Kitchen and all the
students from Immaculata Classical Academy for cooking and serving Little Caesar pizzas to our clients on February 13th.
Also, thank you to Mike And Penny Michalak, franchise owners of Little Caesars, who made this day possible. Everyone
was such a big help and the clients loved the new menu for the day. God bless all of you!

Shopping Rewards
There is proof that it pays to shop! In a recent newsletter, we asked for
our readers to sign up with the Kroger Plus and Amazon Smile Rewards Program and mark us as their charity of choice. We want to
thank those of you who took a moment to do just that. Because of
your efforts, we received a check this quarter from Amazon for $15
and two from Kroger Plus for a total of $477. You can still sign up
online for either rewards program. Thank you for helping us earn a
little extra cash!

Construction Update
The new addition is coming right along! The walls have been constructed, the roof and shingles are on and the windows and
doors are installed. There has been some setbacks due to the large amount of snow, ice and freezing temperature, which has
put the completion of the building about two weeks behind. The projected date is now mid to late June. There is still a great
deal of work to tie the existing building in with the new construction and to complete the interior, but the end result will be
such a blessing!

A Helping Hand
We are extremely grateful to the Franciscan Kitchen’s volunteers,
who fulfill an essential part of our mission, by providing physical
and spiritual nourishment to those who walk through our doors.
Many even share their talents with us beyond our daily service
routine. Yet, we could still use some additional help. Like any typical
business, the Franciscan Kitchen has its share of expenses for
maintenance and repair. Since we are a nonprofit business, we do
not have any guaranteed cash flow and must rely on the generosity
of our donors to provide for our regular and extraordinary expenses.
Recently, the water pipes in the kitchen sinks froze up due to the
severely cold temperatures. To fix the problem was a costly venture.
In that moment, it would have been such a blessing to have the
opportunity to call upon someone who would have been willing to
share their time and talents with us. The money saved from the cost
of that expenditure, could have been used to feed those who need us
the most. We realize it is a rather large commitment for those to
offer their services. Our hope is that we can find several people or
businesses in each area of expertise. This would limit the need for
any one individual’s help. If any one would be interested in
volunteering your time and talent, whether that be plumbing,
electrical work, general maintenance, card board removal, snow
removal, cleaning, lawn care, etc., please call us at 502-589-0140. We
would greatly appreciate your generosity in lending us a helping
hand. God gave us all talents and sharing those God given talents
with others has great rewards in Heaven.

The Best Gifts Are Never Found In A Box
I’d like to give $______ in honor or memory of (please indicate which by circling one )
Name____________________________________________________________________
Acknowledge gift to_________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip____________________________________________________________
My Name (donor/s)__________________________________________________________
My Address________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip____________________________________________________________
Phone number______________________________________________________________
Your gift of honor or memory is tax deductible.
Mail form to: Franciscan Kitchen,
P. O. Box 1673
Louisville, KY 40201-1673

Snow Days!
We would like to remind all our
volunteers that we follow the
Louisville Catholic School
snow schedule. If they are
closed for the day, the
Franciscan Kitchen will be
too! Also, we are looking to
put together snow crews in
the future. This would allow
us to avoid being closed for
several consecutive days. If
anyone is brave enough to
come out in the snow, call us!

