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Franciscan Kitchen Mission Statement 
 

In the tradition of St. Francis, which recognizes we are all brothers and sisters, we are  
dedicated to providing food for the nourishment of God’s Family. We will maintain an 
environment of trust and fellowship to build mutual respect and beneficial relationships 
with our guests, co-workers, suppliers and community. These efforts will strengthen our 
organization and enable us to provide a much needed service to our community. 
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                                      A Gift from God 

If you have any questions about the Franciscan 

Kitchen’s mission, wish to volunteer, donate, or 

have a talent and would like to volunteer your  

services, Please call us at (502) 589-0140. We 

would love to hear from you and would gladly give 

you a tour of our facility. With the help of many 

sharing their talents, God’s people can be cared for 

and served.  

 

 

      Give thanks for a LITTLE 

          and you will find A LOT! 

final 

When someone walks through the door to the Franciscan Kitchen for the first time, 

the first thing they usually see is the smiling faces of our volunteers on the line. Once   seated, 

they will see a beautiful painting of St Francis of Assisi, on the back wall of the  dining room. 

Our clients and volunteers are blessed to be in St Francis’ presence every day, but one        

volunteer has an even deeper connection to St. Francis. Jennifer Currens, the artist of this   

portrait, has gotten to understand him in a very different manner while painting this beautiful  

portrait. 

 Jennifer, a regular of our Tuesday Crew, began volunteering with us six years ago. 

She met one of the volunteers, Herb Meister, from St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, after  hearing 

his speech on volunteering. After some consideration, she decided to come down and help 

serve lunch to our clients. She subsequently was introduced to a Franciscan Kitchen board 

member, Fr. Charles McCarthy, who asked her to do a portrait of St. Francis of Assisi. Charles 

knew of Jennifer’s previous portrait of St. Martin de Porres, a saint who was known for his 

unconditional love towards everyone. Saint Martin was known for caring about all people, 

regardless of race, gender, or wealth. His love for children and the underprivileged was felt by 

those that crossed his paths. Through his portrait, his heartfelt way of living is recognized at 

the Franciscan Kitchen every day, and emulated by all of our caring and wonderful volunteers 

who spend their mornings preparing, cooking, and serving meals to our diverse client base. 

Jennifer’s research and eventual portrait of Saint Martin de Porres’ led her to create the      

portrait of St Francis, and learn about his wonderful life. She was asked to specifically find a 

picture of St Francis aiding a leper, rather than birds and other wildlife. After doing some checking, she found a photo with a leper 

and decided to do her research based on it. Jennifer says she prefers to do a thorough amount of research about every subject that 

she paints, so she can get to know who the person was or what they did. When it comes time to paint, Jennifer says this prayer; 

“God, please just let me hold the paintbrush if you will guide my hand.” When she is done with a painting and has the time to sit 

back and look at her portraits, she says “I take all the credit for the faults. Anything that is wonderful or beautiful, that’s God.” 

 Jennifer is not only able to create beautiful paintings, but helps create a beautiful atmosphere while on the line. To her, the 

Franciscan Kitchen is not only a haven for people who need assistance, but a family of volunteers. The Kitchen has given her a 

better sense of compassion and empathy, along with the chance to associate with people we may not interact with every day.    

Unfortunately, we are raised with prejudices, and the Kitchen helps break those down, as well as allow us to help and love each 

other. All we can do every day is love to our fullest ability, and Jennifer Currens does just that. We feel so grateful to have her 
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                      The Best Gifts Are Never Found In A Box 

 
I’d like to give $______ in honor or memory of (please indicate which by circling one ) 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 

Acknowledge gift to_________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip____________________________________________________________ 

My Name (donor/s)__________________________________________________________ 

My Address________________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip____________________________________________________________ 

Phone number______________________________________________________________ 

                                       Your gift of honor or memory is tax deductible. 

                                       Mail form to: Franciscan Kitchen,  

                                                             748 S. Preston St. 

                                                             Louisville, KY 40203 

 

       

Board of Directors 

       
 

Sharing Her Gifts 

     The Franciscan Kitchen would like to thank             

Winston Industries for their donation of a new         

industrial food warmer. The warmer helps us keep our 

food at the proper temperature, yet allows us the      

convenience of serving our clients more efficiently.   

     We would also like to thank Little Caesar's Love 

Kitchen for coming to bake & serve their pizzas to our 

clients.  Their generosity is greatly appreciated.  

 Last year, the Franciscan Kitchen hosted our first Trivia Night consisting of 8 tables and roughly 60 people. Since there was 

a good turnout of trivia-buffs, we decided to host the same event the following year. One year later, those 8 tables filled quickly and 

grew by 12 more! The trivia night was held at the K of C off Progress Blvd. with approximately 120 people who  bustled around 

looking at the many raffle items and gift baskets that each crew (Monday through Friday) put together. Each table brought their own 

food to share, but it was not uncommon to see people walking back and forth between tables, sharing their food and trying different 

dishes that had been brought. 

 Each table was given a handout with all 10 categories along with a sheet to write down all their answers to submit at the end 

of each round. The categories ranged from “Where In KY?”, “Commonalities,” to “Bond Songs!” It was clear by looking around the 

room, that some tables prepared their teams better than others. As each round passed, there were cheers from tables that mastered a 

round and playful jeers about how some players weren’t old enough to know some of the “older” music and TV shows. Overall, the  

environment was electric and even those teams who weren’t 

winning still played along and even learned a thing or two.  

 

                              

 

                            FUN QUESTION TO ANSWER!  

           Do you know what city Mammoth Cave is located?  

                 

                  This was the hot question that got people  

                        talking when the scores came out. 

 

  

 In the end, table 18 came out on top and celebrated by getting a little silly together.  It was evident that they had a diverse 

knowledge base among them. Overall, every group had a unique personality and that’s what made the event fun & successful. No one 

person wins a trivia game, it takes the knowledge, talents and determination of the collective group. That’s the way we run the kitchen 

too. Our volunteer family comes together every week using their knowledge, skills, and talents to achieve a greater goal... helping 

others 

 Besides the trivia event, our evening brought together a group of generous donors, who were kind enough to help raise   

money for a new washer & dryer for the Kitchen.  Our little family is most definitely blessed by such loving and charitable people. 

        Many of our volunteers are here 

one or two days a week helping to 

prep, cook and serve food to our     

clients. But some volunteers go above 

and beyond being just a volunteer. 

Mary Carol Kelly is a part time       

secretary for Higdon Appraisal Service 

and still makes time to come volunteer 

with us each week. She has been with 

the Kitchen for  two years, thanks to 

the encouragement of her uncle George, who had dedicated  19 years 

with us until this past year. While at the Kitchen, Mary Carol works 

tirelessly prepping desserts and serving on the line. She says her favor-

ite part of being here is the  amazing environment filled with  dedicated          

volunteers and smiling clients ready to eat.  

         Mary Carol has recently been elected to become one of our new 

board members, which is something she won’t take lightly. She’s     

passionate about wanting to help create an better organizational system 

of scheduling for our volunteer, to better insure coverage throughout 

the week. Mary Carol believes that the experience she gained while 

serving on several  school committees where her three children, Ann 

Marie, Mindy, and Devin attended, will be beneficial to helping the 

Kitchen move forward. 

        Outside of volunteering, Mary Carol loves to go hiking, try new 

restaurants, and cook. Mary Carol has always been interested in trying 

new dishes, so it’s no surprise that her passion for cooking led her to 

the Kentucky State Fair, where she started entering dishes with her 

children when they were young. Even though they only began entering 

dishes for the fun of it & to see what position they would place, she 

soon fell in love with the competition. Eventually, when her kids aged 

out of their division, she started entering by herself in the adult        

category. Every year, the family goes and sees if they won any blue 

ribbons, which makes for a fun experience at the fair. Mary Carol also 

hosts an annual Christmas in July party, and accepts donations for the         

Franciscan Kitchen to distribute at Christmas. This event is very     

helpful in clothing our clients during the harsh, cold nights when they 

Traditionally, the Franciscan Kitchen has 

been  open Monday through Friday, with 

the exception of Labor Day,  Memorial 

Day, 4th of July & Christmas Eve to 

serve a hot well balanced meal to our 

local needy & homeless. Several years 

ago, with the help of the Bellarmine   

Friars & students, we expanded our 

schedule to include the last Saturday of 

the month. We are proud to say, with the generosity of Holy Family Church 

in Louisville, we opened this year on Labor Day and expanded our days to 

include serving the 2nd to the last Saturday of the month. We are so grate-

ful to the dedicated crews who give up their weekends to come to cook & 

serve. The Franciscan Kitchen     continues to thrive and grow due to the 

generosity of our many donors, volunteers & suppliers.  Hopefully in the 

future, we will be able to continue expanding our services to better assist 

Christmas Day is approaching quickly 
and before you know it, we will all be 
decking the halls, buying gifts and    
preparing for our family gatherings.  
Here at the Franciscan Kitchen, it is no 
different, except that we are preparing 
to spend our day with those less        
fortunate than ourselves, so that we may 
make their Christmas day a little   
brighter and in doing so, brighten our 
day as well.  On Christmas Day, we 
transform our dining room to             
accommodate the huge number of gifts 
that have been donated for the nearly 
700 people who walk through our 
doors.  This can be a big undertaking, 
but it is truly a blessing to be able to 
bring joy and a smile to so many.   
In order to accomplish such a task, we 
need a great many volunteers willing to 
come in on Christmas Day morning, as 
well as, the help of our community for 
donations to make this possible.  If you 
are interested in volunteering to help 
Christmas Day or to help set up on    
December 23rd, please contact us at    
502-589-0140.  We also need a variety of 
items donated.  Among these would be 
toiletries such as shampoo, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, soap, brushes 
& disposable razors.  We also are in 
need of adult size coats, hoodies or 
sweatshirts, backpacks, books and toys 
for teenagers and children, gloves, 
socks, underwear, rain ponchos, hats & 
sleeping bags. If you, your church 
group, or business would like to donate 
any of these items, please let us know.  
We are very grateful for your assistance 
in making Christmas special for         
everyone.   

“ It is in the giving  

  that we receive” 


